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Good afternoon and welcome to this week’s parent bulletin.
Social Media

With increasing regularity, pupils are reporting that they are subject to content on social media such as
Whatsapp, Snapchat, Tiktok, Instagram and Youtube that they recognise to be inappropriate and
disturbing. It is vital that children’s devices are regularly checked by parents and carers. Please see the
attached details to ensure you can keep your children safe online.

Attendance

Thank you for making a positive start to this academic year and for trying to ensure your child is at school
everyday. We know that sometimes external factors get in the way of this and we want to work with you
and support you with this. Thank you to parents who have already been honest with us and are working
with us. Please never hesitate contacting your child's tutor or the pastoral team if you need support in
getting your child to school.

Year 5 96.8%
Year 6 97.4%
Year 7 96.1%
Year 8 96.5%

Treehouse Theatre

On Thursday, Year 5 took part in Greek Day. They spent the day off timetable doing various Ancient
Greek activities and taking part in a drama workshop put on by the lovely Treehouse Theatre. ‘War and
Peace in Ancient Greece’ is a lively and humorous journey through 100 years of Greek History, from war
with Persia to the fall of Classical Athens. We saw events through the eyes of Zeus, and the tragic
Olympian hero, Alcibiades. Theatre, athletics, music, mythology and warfare combined to show us a
world trying to be fair and civilised, and not always quite managing it.

The staff were so impressed with the whole year group and collectively agreed that there are definitely
some budding actors and actresses amongst them! This was such a fun experience that ties in brilliantly
with the current Year 5 Humanities curriculum and again in the summer term when we read "Who Let the
Gods Out?' in our English lessons. This amazing experience couldn't have happened without the support
from our amazing PTFA who funded the day- thank you so much!
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Threads and Treads

Threads and Treads are having a closing down sale on Monday 7th October - Saturday 2nd November.
Everything will be reduced by 50% (including all uniform and school shoes).

BBC’s 500 Words Competition

This October, Emmanuel Middle School will be re-entering the BBC’s 500 Words Competition for aspiring
writers in Year 6.

Last year, we had so many pupils who made it through to the second round of judging. Hopefully, we can
be equally or more successful this year. Next week, we will be launching the competition in English

lessons and setting a planning homework. But don’t wait until then! We can start developing some of our
ideas now.

500 Words is a UK wide competition to -
find the most talented young writers. §
Since it was first launched by Chris

Evans on The Radio 2 Breakfast Show ,

in 2011 and continued by Zoe Ball until .

(@ Wi
2020, the competition has received over WORDS

a million stories written by children,

?Oe(r;g{:jting more than 440 million words ++ OPEN FOR ENTR'ES ++
Please visit the website for more NOW!

details: BBC — 500 Words B IE re oy :“ ]

Food Technology

The corridor from reception into the school smelt incredible this week with food technology focusing on
baking bread! The children worked very hard and were rightly proud of their work.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/articles/zctk7v4
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Y7 Art from Other Cultures

Year 7 have been looking at the Tribal Art of Esther Mahlangu, they are designing their own painted
pieces inspired by her Ndebele Tribe houses. This vibrant topic has inspired some wonderful art work
and discussions from the children.

Inter House Netball - Year 8

The final netball match was played for the Year 8 inter house netball competition.

Grylls v Malala - 9-0 to Grylls
Vujicic v Watson - 17-2 to Vujicic

The final results are as follows:

Fourth Place: Malala

Third Place: Watson

Second Place: Grylls

First Place: Vujicic (on goal difference)

Well done to those in Year 8 who got involved and played every week.

Year 7 competitions start next Monday!

All that is left is to wish everyone a great weekend and we look forward to welcoming everyone back on
Monday morning.

Mr Rob Christopher and Mr Alister Barker.
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At National Oniine Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted odults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonfinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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Snapchat is a photo- andjvideo-sharing app which also allows users to chat with friends via text or audio.
Users can share Images and videos with specific friends, or.through a ‘story’ (documenting the previous
24 hours) visible to their entire friend list. Snapchat usage rose during the pandemic, with many young
people utilising it to'connect with their peers. The app continues to develop features to engage an even
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At National Oniine Safety, we believe in smpowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.

& \Nhat Parent & Carers Need 1o Know about W=
I I KTOI ( &“m”o
0

TikTok is a video-sharing social media app which lets people create, view and download looping 15-second clips.
Typically, these are videos of users lip-syncing and dancing to popular songs or soundbites (often for comic purposes),
enhanced with filters, effects and text. Designed with young people in mind, TikTok skyrocketed in popularity in 2019 and
has featured near the tj of download charts ever since. It now has around a billion users worldwide. )
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consuttant who is passionate about improving digital Iiteracy for
parents and children. She has extensive experience in the social
media arena and is the founder of Kids N Clicks: a web resource
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quou[ite Review Share

~ YouTube is a video-sharing social media platform that allows billions of people around the world to watch,
share and upload their own videos with a vast range of content - including sport, entertainment,
N education and lots more. It‘s a superb space for people to consume content that they‘re
\ interested in. As a result, this astronomically popular platform has had a huge social

0 S impact: influencing online culture on a global scale and creating new celebrities.
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INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT | HIGH VISIBILITY

YouTube is free and caon be accessed Content creators can also be put at
via numerous devices, even without risk - especially young ones who try to
creating a YouTube account. Some make their onli " as visib
content is flagged as ‘age-restricted’ as possible. Creat n‘P and uploading
(requiring the user to be logged into an content exposes children to potential
account with a verified age of 18), but harassment and toxicity from the

4 children can still view some mildly comments section, along with the
inappropriate material. This can include possibility of direct messaging from
profanity and violence, which some strangers. Videos posted publicly can be
young users may find upsetting. watched by anyone in the world.

TRENDS AND CHALLENGES

YouTube is teeming with trends,
challenges and memes that are fun to
watch and join in with. Children often find
these immensely entertaining and might
want to try them out. Most challenges
tend to be safe, but mon! others may
harm children through either watching or
copring. The painful “salt and ice

hallenge’, which can cause injuries very
quickly, is just one of many such
examples.

SNEAKY SCAMMERS o,

Popular YouTube channels regularly have
scammers posing as a well-known
influencer in the comments section,
attempting to lure users into clicking on
their phishing links. Scammers
. - L impersonate YouTubers by adoptin
tion, especially if ‘auto-play’ is their names and profile images, an
activated. Users without an account are g 5 sometimes offer cash gifts or ‘get rich |
shown popular videos from the last 24 - - - uick’ schemes. Children may not realise ~
hours, which might not always be P { i thot these Users are not who hey claim
:ullublo for children.

)
CONNECT WITH STRANGERS

YouTube is o social media platform
which allows people to interact with
other (usually unknown) users. Account
holders can leave comments on any
video they have access to, as well as
messaging other users directly.
Connecting with strangers online, of
course, can potentially lead to children
being exposed to adult language, to
cyberbullying and even to encountering
online predators.

T

SUGGESTED CONTENT -

YouTube recommends videos related to

what the user has previously watched on &
# their account, aiming to provide content

that will interest them. This is intended to

be helpful but can also lead to
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APPLY RESTRICTED MODE TRY GOOGLE FAMILY CHECK PRIVACY SETTINGS
YouTube gives users the option of uploading

Restricted Mode is an optional setting that Creating a Google Family account allows
prevents YouTube from showing inappropriate you to monitor what your child is watching, videos as 'private’ or ‘unlisted’ - so they could
content (such as drug and alcohol abuse, graphic u?Ioadln and sharing with other users. It be shared exclusively with family and friends,

wil for example. Comments on videos can also be

violence and sexual situations) to undcm?e | also display their recently watched videos,
viewers. To prevent your child from chancing @ disabled and channels that your child is

searches and recommended videos. In general, a
across age-inappropriate content on the Google Family account gives you an oversight of subscribed to can be hidden. If your child is onl
atform, we would recommend enabling how your child is using sites like YouTube and uploading videos that are protected as ‘private’,
estricted Mode on each device that your helps you ensure they are only accessing they are For less likely to receive direct

appropriate content.

MONITOR ENGAGEMENT

child uses to access YouTube.

CHECK OTHER PLATFORMS

messages from strangers.

LIMIT SPENDING <~ |

Influentiol content creators usually have -
other social media accounts which they

encourage their fans to follow. Having an open
discussion about this with (our child makes it
easier to find out how else they might be
following a particular creator online. It also
opens up avenues for you to check out that
creator's other channels to see what type of
content your child is being exposed to.
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w owner of Lunawolt
on various goming -related prc s including game
development and writing non -fiction books

sdwin (o k.a. Llunawoll) has worked as on editor and

YouTube is the online viewing platform of
choice for billions of people, many of them
children. Younger children will watch
different content to older ones, of course, and
react to content differently. You may want to
keep an eye on how your child interacts with
content on YouTube - and, if applicable, with
content creators - to understand the types
of videos they are interested in.

Although YouTube is free, it does offer some
in-app purchases: users can rent and buy TV
shows and movies to watch, for example. If
you're not comfortable with your chil
purchasing content online, limit their access to

our bank cards and online payment methods.

onngaroms have discovered to their cost that
a child happily devouring a paid-for series
quickly leads to an unexpected billl
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