
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Good afternoon and welcome to this week’s parent bulletin.  The children have been very busy, and their 
current learning will be shared in next week’s bulletin.  This week we have a range of wider information to 
share. 
 
ePraise and Arbor Update 
 
As you will be aware from the letter sent out before Christmas we are moving our school management 
system to a platform called Arbor.  This means you will be unable to see your child's demerits and 
interventions on ePraise as these are being recorded in Arbor.  We will be rolling out an Arbor parent app 
in due course.    We are also aware that the timetables have disappeared from ePraise.  Our IT team is 
working on getting this working again.  Please bear with us whilst we adjust to a new system. 
 
School Lunches 
 
We have received feedback that some pupils are not getting the meals that they have ordered, especially 
if they are towards the back of the line.  We believe this is due to a combination of pupils not always 
ordering and pupils changing their minds when they arrive in the lunch hall.  We are urgently looking at 
an alternative system for managing this so pupils get the meal they order in the morning.  
 
Food from Home 
 
As you know Emmanuel operates a “no nuts, no sesame and no kiwi policy” which means that children 
must not bring products that contain whole or part nuts, sesame or kiwi into school.  We appreciate that 
this may well impact pupils’ normal routines, however I am sure you can understand the need for your 
support in adhering to this very important medical need.  
 
Important Information about Extra Curricular Activities 
 
Further to the extra curricular list being sent out last week and the clubs opening for places to be 
secured, please be aware that we are unable to add pupils to clubs that are already full.  Maximum 
numbers are given for many different reasons including space and equipment availability or manageable 
numbers for staff for that particular activity. 
 
To ensure that spaces at clubs are fully utilised, if a child does not attend a club for 2 consecutive weeks 
they will be removed to free up the space for another child (you will be informed by ParentMail that they 
have been removed).  Likewise, if your child no longer wants to attend the club please can you remove 
them from it. 
 
Mental Health in Schools Team 
 
This week we welcomed ladies from the Mental Health in Schools Team who ran a parent workshop for 
us focusing on anxiety.  A copy of their presentation will be shared with this bulletin on ParentMail.  They 
shared information and strategies on how you as parents and carers can support your children, it was 
wonderful to see so many join us from both Verwood First and Emmanuel Middle -  If you are worried 
about your child's mental health please do contact your child's tutor / class teacher in the first instance 
who will then bring this to the attention of the pastoral teams. 
 
You may also find some of these websites of use for information and resources: 
 
https://camhsdorset.org/about-camhs/mental-health-support-teams-mhsts 
https://www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/school-nursing/chathealth  
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ 
https://www.kooth.com/  
https://www.annafreud.org/ 
https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/ 
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Dorset Max Card 
 
Did you know that if your child: 
 
1. Is disabled, and registered with The Xchange   OR 
2. Is a young carer, child in care or some care leavers    OR 
3. Is part of the: Ukraine Family Visa Scheme; Homes for Ukraine; UK Resettlement Programme 
 
then they may be eligible for the Dorset Max Card. 
 
This entitles your child and one other person (such as you or a friend) to free or discounted access or 
benefits at a range of: leisure activities; activity venues; shops and cafes; country parks; museums and 
galleries; organisations. 
 
Follow the link to find out more: 
 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/dorset-max-card#Eligibility 
 
Roblox Safeguarding Alert 
 
We are sharing some concerning information regarding potential child grooming activities occurring within 
the online gaming platform, Roblox. Please note that the majority of Roblox users are under the age of 
13. 
 
Kelly Overhill - the Safeguarding Lead for Initio Trust has asked us to share that there have been two 
recent cases of potential grooming by an older male within a group chat on Roblox, and that due to 
parents' vigilance; these incidents have been highlighted with one being reported to the police. This 
highlights a concerning trend of these individuals using Roblox to initiate contact with young people. 
 
A significant concern is that these individuals often try to transition the conversation to other platforms like 
Snapchat, where they then instruct children on how to hide their chats and further conceal their 
interactions, this has been the case for one of the students involved. 
 
Roblox is a gaming platform where players can create and publish their own games. The platform can be 
a great educational tool to help teach children new skills like coding. However, there are also some risks. 
Roblox allows players to build and publish their own games. This means that other users could build 
games that contain adult or inappropriate themes that children might see. Players can use the 
communication features of Roblox to talk to one other while they are playing. This means that there is a 
risk of cyberbullying or unwanted contact.  
 
Please find attached at the end of this bulletin “What Parents & Educators Need to Know about Roblox” 
guide from national college, which provides valuable information on the platform's risks and safety 
features 
 
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-grooming/ 
 
KS3 Sparx Reader 
 
Well done to everyone who completed their Sparx reader homework on the first week back - it put us in 
the top 5% nationally for completion.  The challenge is now to sustain this - we look for everyone to 
complete all their homework each week - where this is a challenge please discuss with your tutor how 
home routines and can help to achieve this. 
 
Year 8 Personal Development events this term 
 
Apprenticeship Assembly 
 
The Dorset Careers Hub have once again funded the middle school Apprenticeship Awareness 
assembly, provided by Joanne Small from the Dorset and Somerset Training Providers’ Network 
(DSTPN).  Pupils learnt what an apprenticeship is and how they can access more information about 
them. If you would like to investigate further at home. Amazing Apprenticeships is a great website to start. 
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/#  
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Arson Courtroom Drama 
 
Year 8 had great fun today acting out a mock trial and taking on the roles of the courtroom (such as 
judge, the defence, accused, etc).  The more serious message which we hope they took away with them 
is that the wildlife on our local heathlands is precious and the consequences of heathland fires is that we 
may lose endangered wildlife. Arson is against the law and anybody who starts a fire on the heath can 
risk getting a criminal record.  
 
House News 
 
This week was the start of the sports hall inter House competitions. Each tutor group has an allocated 
lunch time session, where they are split into their Houses and work their way around four activities. 
Basketball shots, badminton, dodgeball and penalty kicks, in which they score points for their House. 
We started with 8NS and 8MR this week and the number of pupils participating was fantastic!!! Well done 
to all of them. 
 
Cross Country 
 
A group of pupils from Year 8 competed at King’s Park for a cross country race yesterday. It was a 
county competition and there were around 150 pupils in each race. They all ran extremely well and 
should be very proud of themselves. A special mention to Jacob H who came 17th and Imogen T who 
came 39th. Well done everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Stage 2 Netball 
 
On Monday a group of Year 5 and 6 netball players 
took part in the second round of the East Dorset 
qualifiers. They played 9 games in total and were 
able to put all of their hard work during training into 
practice. It was a tough competition with only the 
top 2 teams qualifying, but they all did really well 
and had great fun at the same time! A massive well 
done also to the sports leaders who came along to 
help umpire the games. 
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Rippa Rugby 
 
We have been fortunate again this week to have Rippa rugby coaches come into school and work with 
pupils during their PE lessons. They will be coming in and running coaching sessions starting on Tuesday 
28th January. More information will be sent out if your child is interested. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 5 Art 
Year 5 Appreciating French Artist Henri 
Rousseau.  Unpicking The Surprise painting. 
Here are some examples of their sketchbook 
notes and drawings - used to start their Spring 
Term Art project of Jungles. 
 
More photos on instagram 
@emmanuelmiddleschoolart 
 
We wish you all a great weekend and look 
forward to seeing everyone back on Monday 
morning. 
 
Mr Rob Christopher and Mr Alister Barker 
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