
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Good afternoon and welcome to this week’s parent bulletin at the start of the final and very busy and 
varied half term of the year. 
 
House News 
 

 
 
Well done to Vujcic for a strong start to the second half of Summer term.  They just pipped Malala for the 
most candle credits in the week by 9 points. 
 
Sports Day Dates Update 
 
Due to the poor weather forecast we have had to make advanced changes to our Sports Day 
schedule.  These are the new dates subject to weather being good enough! We appreciate this makes it 
tricky for parents who are trying to come and spectate - oh for a stable British climate! There will no 
longer be any sports day events next week. 
 
Wednesday 17th June - NEW KS3 Heats date 
Monday 22nd June - NEW KS2 Heats and Potted Sports 
Wednesday 24th June - NEW Sports Day Finals date 
 
A request from the Children’s Commissioner for England: what's it like being a child or young person (0-
18 years) in England?  
 
Have Your Say in The Big Future’ Survey!  
The Children’s Commissioner for England has launched a fantastic national survey, "What’s it like being 
a child or young person (0-18 years) in England?", and they want to hear directly from our children! 
This is a wonderful, empowering opportunity for your child to share their thoughts, dreams, and everyday 
experiences to help shape the future of support and services across the country. We would love to 
encourage all of our families to take a few moments to sit down together, explore the questions, and 
complete the survey. It’s a beautifully positive way to celebrate your child's unique voice and make sure 
their perspective truly counts. You can access the survey directly right here: The Big Future Survey.  
 
Year 5 
 
In Computing this half term the pupils go back in time to look at the history of computers understanding 
how much change has happened for the tech they now use to exist. 
 
A huge well done to our fantastic Year 5 PE students for conquering a major milestone this week! 
They’ve done a brilliant job transitioning to using the changing rooms, showing great maturity while 
organising themselves and their equipment - a wonderful life skill. Thanks to your efforts in labelling 
everything, the very few misplaced items were easily returned. The children have been bursting with 
energy while practicing hard for Sports Day and Potted Sports.  
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Year 6 
 
As part of our KS2 Writing Moderation visit next 
week, we have been completing a narrative mystery 
based on the videoclip ‘Francis’. 

 

 

 

This is an example of a pupil’s adaptation: “I Did 
Warn Her.” 
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The children are currently writing an information text 
about the Humboldt Squid, using David Attenborough’s 
‘Life on Earth’ series, to celebrate both his 100th birthday 
and our assured and conscious control of formal 
language register. 
 
In Art this week, Year 6 have started their Natural Forms 
project.  They have produced pencil studies of seed pods 
using Shape  Line, Tone and Texture.   
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Year 7 
 
In English, this term has begun with an investigation into the world of film. The children have been 
learning about what makes a good film review, and have had the chance to view a wide variety of film 
clips allowing them to apply the review criteria in real time. Students have been learning about mise-en-
scene: the French term for ‘placing-on-stage’ and how this applies to everything that we, the viewer, see, 
including: locations, placement of actors (close, middle, and long shots); set design, lighting, costumes 
and props. Within this topic, we have also looked at how the writing of reviews is focused towards a 
particular purpose and audience, and how author techniques can persuade and influence audiences.   
 
This term in PE, our Year 7 students have been working incredibly hard focusing on their preparations for 
the upcoming Sports Day. They have been actively developing their skills across a wide range of both 
track and field events, from sprinting and middle-distance running to throwing and jumping disciplines. It 
has been fantastic to see their energy, determination, and team spirit shine through during practice as 
they get ready for the big day!    
 
Year 8 
 
In Maths the pupils in Year 8 are currently learning about angles in polygons & parallel lines. This is an 
interesting unit that involves the children investigating how alternate, corresponding and co-interior angles 
can be identified, on a transversal, within a pair of parallel lines. In addition to this, our older children will 
be exploring facts about the interior and exterior angles of a range of polygons, using formulas to 
calculate answers and solve problems.   
 
Science this week has been based in Chemistry with Year 8 investigating the Reactivity Series as part of 
their ongoing unit on Chemical Reactions. Students conducted practical experiments to see how different 
metals respond to water, acid, and heat. The practical yielded some highly unexpected reactions, much 
to the shock and delight of our young scientists!  
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KS3 STEM Club 
 
This week in KS3 STEM Club, our young scientists created "reacting 
pufferfish" using the power of chemistry. By combining a carbonate 
with household acid, students successfully trapped the resulting gas to 
make their fishy balloon creations inflate and puff up. A few fish 
needed a little extra encouragement to react, but in the end, it was 
brilliantly bubbly fun!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 8 Transition Workshop 
 
Sarah Holman from the Mental Health and School Team held an assembly and then a workshop on 
transition and how to cope with any anxieties linked to moving on to upper school. She shared some 
breathing and grounding techniques which are useful for any of us to use, if we feel stressed. The 
powerpoint will be added to the Year 8 Google classrooms, so pupils can access it again at home.  
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The Annual Queen Elizabeth's School Transition Assembly 
 
Many thanks to 'Team QE' for delivering their annual transition assembly to their prospective Year 9 
students this week.  In addition, to give them an early flavour of life in an upper school - our Year 7 pupils 
were also invited to attend this year's assembly.  
 
In addition to this, QE's 'Heads of Houses' described different aspects of life and the learning environment 
at the Upper School. Following this session, our transitioning Year 8 pupils were given the opportunity to 
question their Year 9 counterparts about various aspects of their forthcoming school life, before finally 
being 'interviewed' within their House groups. The QE staff commented on how commendably our Year 
8s conducted themselves during their interviews. 
 
As always it was great to see how maturely our Year 8 pupils interacted with their older peers and also to 
be involved so positively with the staff of Queen Elizabeth's School with whom we have established a 
'tried and tested' transition process over the course of many years.  
 
It may well be worth starting some conversations with the Year 7 pupils who were present at the transition 
assembly regarding their choice of upper school. There will be open evening sessions in the Autumn 
Term whereby I'd urge everyone to explore the opportunities offered by both Queen Elizabeth's School 
and Ferndown Upper School.  
 
All that is left is to wish you all a great weekend and we look forward to seeing everyone return on 
Monday morning. 
 
Mr Rob Christopher and Mr Alister Barker 
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Key dates: June - July 2026 (subject to change): 
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DATE EVENT 

Wednesday 17th June Sports Day KS3 Heats (AM) 

Monday 22nd June Sports Day KS2 Potted Sports & Heats (AM) 

Monday 22nd June Year 8 Group Photograph (rescheduled) 

Wednesday 24th June Sports Day Final (AM) 

Friday 26th June Transfer Day 

Tuesday 30th June - 3rd July  Year 6 Activities Week 

Tuesday 7th July Year 8 Bournemouth University Visit 

Friday 10th July PTFA Summer Fair 

Monday 13th - Friday 17th July Year 8 Activities Week 

Monday 20th July Year 6 and 8 Awards Evening - Verwood Hub 

Wednesday 22nd July Last day of term (finish at 3.20pm) 



FREE ACCESS WITH SCHOOL CODE:   EV180225 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Visit the PARENTS page of the FACE website (facefamilyadvice.co.uk) to view the 16 regular talks for parents.  

Click through the booking calendar to find a date and time that suits you.  

Click through the booking calendar to find a date and time that suits you.  

At the payment stage of booking, enter the code EV180225 where it says ADD PROMO CODE to get access for 

FREE 

**Note:** Links to recordings of the talks are available for 48 hours after the session. If you cannot make a live 

session, book on and then email to request the recording link. 

Please avoid booking the FREE sessions for parents, as these are for parents from schools that have not pur-

chased the discount code.  The code can only be used for Parent Talks and cannot be shared with parents from 

different schools. Improper use can result in immediate code cancellation for the whole school. 

http://facefamilyadvice.co.uk/
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