
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I start by extending a warm welcome to our first parent bulletin of the 2026 / 27 academic year - both to 
our returning families after the summer break and in particular to our new families who are joining the 
Emmanuel Middle School community for the first time.  The pupils have been brilliant - those returning 
have slotted into their routines and our new pupils have embraced the challenges of learning a new 
place.   
 
I hope you have all had a great summer - we certainly were lucky with the weather.  The long warm days 
has enabled large amounts of fresh air and the chance to return refreshed and ready for another huge 
year. 
 
For my team, we returned on Tuesday for two days of training where we focussed on: 

• Ensuring our curriculum continues to develop to create the best impact for our pupils 

• Teaching techniques that ensure all pupils are engaged  

• Foundational literacy and reading 

• SEND needs 
 
As a school we continue to work on these areas as they provide the best chances for success for our 
pupils and after a great 2025 / 26 where we achieved significantly stronger than the National and Dorset 
averages in Year 6 SATs, we are now preparing to push on further. 
 
To this end we have made some changes to further prioritise opportunities for reading in school.  We 
have created a slot at the start of the day for our class read - giving premium learning time to this while 
also creating three additional slots each week for personal reading.  Most children already have a book 
from the school library which matches their reading ability - all will by lunchtime on Tuesday.  I am very 
appreciative of how many children have returned to school with reading books from home - this is 
fantastic.  In school, if a home reading book sits outside the level of difficulty appropriate for the child we 
will ask them to have a reading book from our school library that does match.  By Tuesday every pupils 
will have their reading level (in the form of a ZPD number) in their school diary.  If you ever would like to 
check home books against this there is a website which does this - please use this link: 
https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/default.aspx 

We will also ask the pupils to note in their homework diary the pages read during our reading sessions at 
school.  It would be helpful if this were done for home reading too. 
 
With regards to our formalised homework information will be shared with children over the coming week 
with the first work being set on Friday 11th September for a Friday 18th September deadline.  In KS2 this 
continues to use the maths.co.uk and SPAG.com platforms and in KS3 Reading, Maths and Science will 
use SPARX. 

Homework plays a huge part in our curriculum.  Where pupils revisit learning it interrupts the forgetting 
curve, ensures knowledge is retained and means pupils are able to complete the curriculum at the correct 
pace.  It is important that it is viewed as such and not as an add on.  Pupils who are supported in 
organising and completing their homework have the best chance of success. 
 
We have been made aware that Bartlett’s do not currently have stock of some of our new uniform items 
but are expecting a delivery later this month.   In the meantime pupils can wear their previous PE tops for 
PE.   Bartlett’s also off a delivery of uniform to the school on a Thursday.  Items can then be collected by 
parents from the school office. 
 
All new parents should have received a login for our Arbor system.   Please can we ask that you check 
your contact and other details as they appear on Arbor.  If any details needs to be changed this can be 
done via your Arbor account. 
 
I finish by wishing you all a great weekend - the children and staff are grateful for the weekend now as 
they get match fit again after the holiday!  I look forward to seeing everyone back on Monday morning. 
 
Mr Rob Christopher 
 
Please also see information on following pages 

EMS WEEKLY BULLETIN 4th September 2026 

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/default.aspx
http://maths.co.uk
http://spag.com


Key dates (subject to change): 
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DATE EVENT 

Friday 2nd October Individual School Photographs 

Tuesday 13th October Year 5 Greek Day with Treehouse Theatre 

Wednesday 21st October Year 6 Viking Day with Treehouse Theatre 

Monday 26th—Friday 30th October  Half Term 

Monday 2nd November Staff Training Day 

Tuesday 3rd November Pupils return to school 
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