
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Good afternoon and welcome to the final parent bulletin of Autumn 1. 
 
House News 
 

 
 
Another great week for Grylls - fending off Vujicic by 26 candle credits to win the week.  It has been a 
fiercely fought competition this half term but Grylls have really established themselves as the team to 
beat this season. 
 
After School Clubs 
 
Please note that both KS2 Gymnastics on a Monday and KS2 Boys Football on a Wednesday have now 
finished for this term and that all other outside clubs will now finish at 4.15pm due to the darker evenings. 
 
Medicines in School 
 
With the exception of reliever inhalers for asthma, which pupils may keep with them, medicines must not 
be brought into school.   In exceptional circumstances, where medication is necessary during the school 
day, parents/carers must complete a consent for administration of such medicine.   Forms are available 
from the school office and the school website (under Parents - Forms) explaining clearly the procedure to 
be followed.   All medication must be handed into the school office with the required form.  Staff are 
unable to administer aspirin or medicines containing ibuprofen unless they are prescribed by a doctor.   It 
is imperative that pupils do not have medication on them or in their bags in school to self administer. 
 
Attendance 
 
Well done for a really strong start to the year with our whole school attendance at 95.5%. The national 
average, according to the DFE, for primary schools is currently 95.5% and secondary is 92.9%.  
 
We are aware of seasonal illnesses and we know they tend to pick up in our next half term. The 
Department for Education (DfE) and the NHS encourage keeping children in school whenever possible 
while offering clear boundaries for when to keep them home. Please send them to school even if they 
have a mild cough, a runny nose, a sore throat, or a minor headache without a fever. If your child needs 
prescribed medication or pain relief during the day, please may we remind you to complete the school’s 
medical consent form so staff can administer it rather than keeping your child off all day. If they are not 
feeling well first thing in the morning, we welcome them in at any point during the day.  
 
Thank you for making every effort to book routine GP, dental, or other appointments for after school or 
school holidays where possible. If an appointment must happen during school hours, please bring your 
child in before or return them afterward.   Please also provide us with evidence of any appointments 
made that require time out of school. 
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Year 5 
 
In Textiles, Year 5 have started their 
drawstring bag project. The students 
have been getting to grips with 
techniques, discovering the purpose 
of a hem and mastering tacking 
stitches to hold their fabric in place. I 
love seeing their confidence 
improve on the sewing machines. 
Over in Product Design, it's been a 
creativity week for the Year 5s as 
they work on their ambitious Ferris 
Wheel concepts. The sheer variety 
and imagination packed into their 
initial design ideas have been 
seriously impressive to see. 
Meanwhile, Food Technology has 
been putting everyone's appetite to 
the test. This week the Year 5s took 
charge of the ovens to bake a batch 
of mouth-watering party palmiers—
filling the corridors with an aroma so 
incredible it left the whole school 
hungry!  
 
In Art, Year 5 have been looking at 
the American POP ARTIST Ron 
Magnes and producing 
compositions in his style.  They 
have focused on sweet treats, 
adding vibrant colours and black outlines.  
 
Year 6 
 
This week the Year 6's have had the fantastic Treehouse Theatre come in to help them all participate in a 
'Play in a Day' based around Anglo-Saxon Britain and Viking invasions. A huge thank you to all parents 
and carers who have helped provide children with brilliant costumes, they were great! 
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It was Invention Test time for Year 6 today in 
Food Tech and they well and truly delivered! First 
time using the hobs to soften their apple - some 
even infusing their poaching water with Apple 
and Pear t-bags!!! Tortilla wraps were toasted 
and as you can clearly see, the presentation was 
on point! 
 
Year 7 
 
In RE, Y7 pupils have just begun their 
assessment on Creation. This work sees them 
investigating both the Christian and scientific 
explanations for the Human Paradox - why is it 
that humans can be both good and bad at the 
same time? I am excited to see the quality of the 
written work they produce over the next couple of 
weeks.  
 
In French, the Year 7 Autumn Term topic is 
comparing and contrasting. In recent weeks 
pupils have been comparing their looks. They 
have worked on comprehension and creation of 
first and third person Present Tense sentences 
involving hair colour, length and style and eye 
colour. Embedded within all learning are study 
strategies like retrieval of high frequency words 
like "I have" and use of cognates and colours. 
 
Year 8 
 
In Year 8 Music we have been learning about Jazz music and have studied John Coltrane's Mr PC.  We 
have learned about how Jazz music is structured and have learned to play the chords and main 'Head' 
section of Mr PC on the keyboards.  We have now started to incorporate a blues scale to allow students 
to begin improvising a Solo within the Mr PC chord structure.  
 
In Science, pupils put theory into practice during a hands-on investigation into neutralisation. After 
learning the science behind acids and alkalis, they conducted practical experiments to observe 
neutralisation reactions live in the lab.    
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A note from the PTFA 
 
Hello, it is that time of year once again where we are asking for your unwanted soft toys for our soft toy 
tombola for the Christmas Fair. 
 
If you could kindly drop them into reception in a bag and say they are for Vicky PTFA I will be happy to 
collect them.  
 
Quick reminder if your child is needing any spare uniform please don't hesitate to contact me with what is 
needed and sizes - vpitchell@emmanuelmiddle.org  
 
All that is left is to wish you all a great half term.  I spoke to the children today in worship about the clocks 
changing on Sunday and the dark evenings this brings in the context of journeys home from school.  Half 
term is a time for a review of safety particularly with bike lights being serviced or renewed.   
 
Just to remind you that Monday 2nd November is an INSET day so we look forward to welcoming 
everyone back on Tuesday 3rd November. 
 
Mr Rob Christopher & Mr Alister Barker 
 

Please make sure you take a look at the following pages for important notifications and 
information. 
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Key dates (subject to change): 
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DATE EVENT 

Monday 26th - Friday 30th October  Half Term 

Monday 2nd November Staff Training Day 

Tuesday 3rd November Pupils return to school 

Friday 6th November PTFA Disco 

Monday 9th - Thursday 12th November Year 6 Mock SATS 

Wednesday 18th November Parents in to look at Year 5 and 6 Work (Drop in 

between 1435 and 1520) 

Thursday 26th November Subject Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 1st December Subject Parents’ Evening 

Friday 11th December PTFA Christmas Fair 

Wednesday 16th December School Christmas Lunch (details to follow) 

Friday 18th December Last Day of Term 
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