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25th March 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,
Hello Spring! What a fabulous week and weekend to come! Don’t forget the clocks change, those of
you who have Sunday morning commitments. It was all so simple up to the point where mobile phones
didn’t update overnight, anyone remember that?
Next week is the last week all year groups will be in school this term. Therefore, it is the perfect
opportunity to celebrate ‘No Put Down Week’ as part of our anti-bullying strategy. This week dates
back a few years to some collaborative work with Ferndown Upper School.
Today we had an Anti-Bullying Assembly delivered by our Year 8 Anti-Bullying Ambassadors.
They did a great job devising and producing the video which leads us into our ‘No Put Down’ week
starting next Monday 28th March. We are really excited about this as we have been unable to do it
properly for the last couple of years. As part of No Put Down Week, pupils will be bringing home their
bingo card for you to sign with a positive comment. They will also be sending compliment slips to staff
and pupils around school. We would also like to invite you to play a part by sending in any
compliments you may have into school by email (office@emmanuelmiddle.org) which can be shared
with everyone. Thank you for your support.
Year 5 will soon be embarking on their trip to Devon, with the Year 6 pupils following in July. In
between these trips, Year 8 have their week of activities with a focus on ‘making memories’ before
leaving for Upper School and the Year 7 are visiting PGL in Wiltshire. The drive for this was to make up
for lost experiences, but we appreciate this is not a sustainable way to look at school trips. From next
year we will settle back to:
Year
Year
Year
Year

5678-

Heatree residential - cost approx £300
post SATs day visits / experiences - aim to be under £100
PGL France - cost approx £550
Making Memories activities week - aim to be under £150

In addition to these trips there will also be opportunities to enrich curriculum experiences and add
cultural capital for pupils.
Plans are already underway for next year. Pupil numbers in school continue to build and we will be
four-form entry in all year groups for the first time in a number of years. The extra class and staff
makes such a difference to the opportunities we can provide the pupils.
On the curriculum front, I have been blown away by the uptake for the Art house competition and,
listening to the pupils, it has clearly been an enjoyable experience for you at home. The artwork tiles
coming in are simply brilliant. Also, a huge well done to year 6 who have been completing their bird
project. The photos attached are very impressive. Due to the sheer volume of amazing artwork
produced in all year groups we have created an EMS Art Instagram account
(@emmanuelmiddleschoolart). Feel free to follow and hopefully spot your child's work across the
school year.
End of Term: Pupils will finish at 1.30pm on the last day of term, Friday 8th April.
I hope you have chance to enjoy the weather over the weekend.
Mr Christopher
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