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Dear Parents/Carers,
Before the start of an academic year, when I am looking at planning, I consider the term dates ahead
of us. There is always a long first autumn term, usually no shorter than 14 weeks, making the final
week before the Christmas break feel like it can’t come soon enough for us all. This half term is
usually all about SATS - how wrong could I be! As we come to the end of this short but busy half term,
I want everyone in our school community to be proud of how much they have packed into this time and
how well they have done in all they have accomplished.
My highlight this week has been meeting in our House groups. It is the first time pupils from all year
groups have met together. Well done to pupil House Captains who helped deliver their assemblies - this
was also a first for them. After half-term we look forward to meeting as a school for Collective
Worship.
There have been numerous reward experiences for pupils
this week. Epraise has been a fabulous addition to school
life and provides a meaningful incentive for pupils to
collect candle credits in recognition of their excellence,
endeavour and enjoyment. I had the pleasure of taking a
group cycling to Moors Valley to complete the blue route
and some fun in the park. Although tired at the end, all
had a brilliant time.
Max B, S, Lucas E, Jack M, Eleanor C, Freya R, Alesha K,
Isla W, Zoë M
With the imminent arrival of the second half of the Summer Term, the transition process begins in
earnest. Although our older pupils certainly have both feet planted in EMS, it's fair to say that they all
have one eye on their chosen Upper Schools. On the morning of June 10th, Team QE will be visiting
EMS to deliver their annual transition assembly to their prospective pupils. Our Year 8s will have an
opportunity to chat to current QE, Year 9 pupils and their new Heads of House. There are always
plenty of questions to be asked - often revolving around homework and the bus timetable! In addition,
Team QE will bring a band to play to our pupils and a dance troupe to perform for them. Members of
QE's sixth form then deliver informative speeches about life at the school. This year for the first time,
we're inviting Year 7 pupils to watch the performance aspects of the QE assembly - which I’m sure will
be inspirational to them. On Friday 16th June, the QE Taster Morning takes place. Our transitioning
pupils will spend the morning at QE School, participating in two lessons as well as having an 'icebreaker' session with some of the upper school staff. Exciting times ahead. Please keep a close eye on
both the FUS & QE websites at this time of year and refer questions relating to uniform and school
transportation directly to the Upper Schools.
Last night, the teaching staff met to plan our last Skillsbuilder Challenge Day for the academic year
which will take place on Wednesday 15th June. Pupils will look at the question: What makes a
successful political party? They will dive head first into the world of politics, learning about democracy
and digital campaigning before setting up their own political party, debating policy points and holding
an exciting election. Any discussion at home around current political news would greatly help the
pupils with completing the tasks on the day.
Pupils in KS3 have been using Garageband on iPads to create the main riff from the song "Stand by me"
by Ben E. King. It's been lovely to see their creativity in action. Please find a link below to one of the
pupils' creations.
https://soundcloud.com/matt-timmins-606745098/ems-ks3-stand-by-me?
utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
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I have never heard the term ‘blooket’ let alone a game with this name - in KS3 French though this has
played a huge role in their learning retention. Retrieval plays a huge role in our approach to teaching
and learning and how the pupils retain the knowledge they have been taught. It was incredible to see
the pupils work through a large series of questions and complete various rounds. The commitment and
determination was incredible. Below are a selection of winners this week by way of completing end of
topic reviews.
“Year 8: Holidays & Perfect Tense"

ELiza L, Lucas S, Ayssen A, Oliver W-B
"Year 7: Daily Routine & the near Future Tense"

Lewis P, Hope S, Samuel, Sammie P,
Charlie W, Mohammed A, Ben W

Sam K, Jacob C, Grace
Keira C, Zac B

I,
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Over the past 4 Art club sessions pupils have been creating their own Queen Elizabeth II (Pop Art style)
taking inspiration from Artist Romero Britto. I strongly encourage you to visit and follow the EMS Art
Instagram account: @emmanuelmiddleschoolart. To view the weekly drop of each year groups’ work.
Some fantastic young artists!

On 28th April a group of year 7 and 8 pupils competed in an indoor rowing competition at Cranborne
School. They were all fantastic, but a special mention goes to Archie W who came first in his age group
achieving gold standard. Also, Josh H was only 1 metre from National Standard. Well done to all of
them!
On Thursday 5th May, the Sports Leaders went to Verwood First School to help with their sports day.
The feedback from the teachers at Verwood First was outstanding! A huge well done to all of those
Sports Leaders involved.

A group of year 7 and 8 pupils were involved in a cycling event last Friday. They spent the first part
taking part on the BMX bikes, being coached around the pump track. During the second part of the
morning, the pupils were working as a team on the mountain bikes. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed it
and were amazing! Well done everyone.
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The Year 5 and 6 Netball teams competed against
Lychett Minster Primary School on Monday 16th
May. They all played extremely well demonstrating
some great netball skills. Year 6 won 3-1 and year 5 lost
4-2. Well done to everyone.
Lola B, Taya S-W, Abigail K, Bethany R-D, Imi T,
Eirwen L, Olivia E

Clearly there is so much breadth of opportunity for every pupil to enjoy their learning and express
themselves in different ways. The summer term is jam packed and a sprint to the end of the academic
year. Please keep talking to your child about making the most of the experiences, enrichment and
opportunities on offer.
Have a great half-term and we look forward to seeing the pupils return on Tuesday 7th June.
Mr Christopher and Mr Barker

